Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Acorn Public Library

Library Meeting Room, Zoom Video Conferencing
May 21, 2025
Prepared by Dorothy Koll, Library Director

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

A. Those present in person were James J. Richmond, President, Brad Duff-Hudkins,
Treasurer, Mary Walter, Secretary, Charles Howell, Barb Rhodes, and Kim
Lavin, Trustees. Also present was Dorothy Koll, Director.

B. Quorum determined

C. Recognition of visitors at meeting — Kristen, Sophia, Juliette, and August
Howell.

D. Approval of agenda.

Brad Duff-Hudkins made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to approve the agenda.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried

E. Oath of Office for Newly Elected Trustees

James Richmond, Charles Howell, and Barbara Rhodes were sworn into office for their new
Trustee terms.

F. Election of Trustee Executive Board Officers

Mary Walter made a motion and Brad Duff-Hudkins seconded to nominate Jackie Muscarella as
Tresurer.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried

Brad Duff-Hudkins made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to hominate Jim Richmond as
Secretary.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried
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Brad Duff-Hudkins made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to nominate Charles Howell as
President.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried

Roll was called again following the election. Those present in person were Charles Howell,
President, Jim Richmond, Secretary, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, and Kim
Lavin, Trustees. Also present was Dorothy Koll, Director.

G. Public Comments-None

2. Consent Agenda

Approval of April 9, 2025 Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Bills

General Fund Income and Disbursement Report

Monthly Staff Reports

Committee Reports

mmoow>

Mary Walter made a motion and Jim Richmond seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried

3. New Business
A. Discussion and Consideration of FY26 Working Budget

Brad Duff-Hudkins made a motion and Barb Rhodes seconded to approve the FY26 Working
Budget.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None

Motion carried

B. Discussion and Consideration of FY26 Employee Pay Scale
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Jim Richmond made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to approve the FY26 employee pay
scale.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays: None
Motion carried

C. Discussion and Consideration of the Bids for the HVAC Improvement Project

Jim Richmond made a motion and Brad Duff-Hudkins seconded to accept the bid from Bee Liner
Lean Services from Bridgeview, IL of $494,250 for the 2025 HVAC improvement project.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin
Nays: None
Motion carried
D. Discussion of Annual City of Oak Forest Memorial Day Ceremony
Barb Rhodes and Mary Walter said that they planned to attend the City’s annual event.
E. Discussion of Summer Reading Large Events
Dorothy shared the library’s plans for the annual summer reading kick off, the finale foam party,
and a new racing event.
4. Old Business- None
5. Correspondence — None
6. Open Forum —

Dorothy provided updates on the elevator modernization project.

Dorothy also shared that she created and published a brief community survey asking residents
about their preferences for Sunday Hours.

7. Executive Session — Personnel - exception 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)

Jim Richmond made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to go into executive session to discuss
the director’s annual review at 7:49 p.m.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays:

Motion carried
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Jim Richmond made a motion, seconded by Mary Walter to exit executive session and resume
the regularly scheduled meeting at 8:16 p.m.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays:

Motion carried

Brad Duff-Hudkins made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to agree to the salary adjustment
of 5.2% for the director as discussed in the executive session.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin

Nays:

Motion carried

8. Adjournment
Jim Richmond made a motion and Mary Walter seconded to adjourn the meeting.
Voice Vote:
Ayes: James J. Richmond, Brad Duff-Hudkins, Barb Rhodes, Mary Walter, Charles Howell, Kim
Lavin
Nays: None
Motion carried

Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

James J. Richmond, Secretary

Dated:

, 2025

May 21, 2025




